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DANN STRAIGHT THERE'D BETTER an 
GOOD REAGON! AG IF WE AREN'T STEPPING 
(ON EACH OTHER'S TORS NOW-- ITI6 GETTING 
‘GO WHEN A KNIGHT IN THE FIELD SNEEZES, 
AROUND 


EVERYONE IN THE ATOM 
{[ PROTECT. WHAT I WANNA 
KNOW I6 WHO ARE 0A 
GUYS THAT LOOK LIKE 


GOVERNMENT METAHUMAN GROUP. 
‘COVERT 


EMPOWERED 70 CONDUCT: 
MISSIONS, UNLIKE PROTECT 


ATOM, THEY HAVE NO MILITARY 
AFFILIATION OR BACKING. 

S YOUVEGOT TWO 

RIVAL AGENCIES: 


CONTROL AND POWER. 
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CONSPIRACY CALLED THE 
JANUS DIRECTIVE.1HOSE 
OF YOU HIP ON YOUR ROMAN 


THE JANUS z 
DIRECTIVE |NOICATES 
E/THER THE ATOM PROJECT { - 
E WAITING TO FIND” 
OUT WHO. 7 PLANON 
STRIKING FIRST-- WITH 
DEADLY FORCE. 4 


PEACEMAKER ANC CHECKMATE 
WILL TEAM UP TO CAPTURE OR 
KILL BILING ANDMEGALA, THATLL 
GIVE US AN ACE OR TWOTO 

PLAY WHEN MATOR FORCE 

AND CAPTAIN ATOM 6HOW 


WHAT D0 yee/ WANT 
TO DO=* KNOCK ON THE FRONT 
OCR AND ASK THEM TO 
COME QUIETLY? 


THIS JANUS DIRECTIVE AND 
JUST HOW ACCURATE THis 
INFO IS 


ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW IS THAT I HAVE EVALUATED 
THI INFORMATION, THAT I HAVE DETERMINED ITS AUTHENTIC AND 
T HAVE CHOSEN THE NECESSARY COURSE OF ACTION! ANYONE WHO CAN'T 
GO ALONG GHOLLD RESIGN MOP. AND I MEAN ANYONE. 


DONT TeLt ME 
CHRIGTOPHER SMITH 
HAS BECOME A 

PACIFIST AND DON'T TELL 
MME THIS MISSION ISN'T 
INHiS BEST INTERESTS. 


ITS BOGUS. I CAN'T PUT MY FINGER 
ON IT; BUT THERES GOMETHING BOGUS 
HERE. WANT THIS JANUS DRECTIVE 
CHECKED OUT, BUT NOONES AVAILABLE -— 

AND I WON'T PULL KNIGHTS OFF 

ONGOING MI6SIONS TO 
INVESTIGATE 


I DON'T CARE WHAT 
THE WALL SAID-- WITHOUT 
ALOT MORE PROOF I'M NOT. 
MAKING THIG AKILLING MISSION. 
GRAB MEGALA, GRAB EILING-- 
NOTHING ELSE 


YOU MAY GNE 

MME MYORDERS, BUT 

I PLANON INTERPRETING 
THEM AS I THINK BEST. 


SO MUCH FOR THE GENERAL 
W. NOW FOR THE PARTIC! 


VIKEN ANT WiLL OVERSEE 
AND LENO SUPPORT WHERE 
A. NEEDED. ANY QUESTIONS? 
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THAT ORACLE 
CAN'T FIND AscraP 
ON THE JANUS DIRECTIVE? 
GIVEN THE Resources 
6o 


DBMONSTRATED 
FAR, NOT VERY. 
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BETTER BELIEVE X 
YOUDO!ANDONE ) 
OO © OF THESE DAS 


LETS CHECK THE NEXT 
ROOM, ALTHOUGH TM TELLING Vy 
YOU, JEWELEE—-I'M GETTING 
PRETTY I 
DONT THINK WE'LL FINO 
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I FIN THIS WHOLE MISSION J 


7) PROPERTY IG ATONCE 
J THE CONSEQUENCE AND” 
THE BASIG OF THe STATE, 
AS BAKUNIN SAID. 


LINCOLN CARLYLE-- 
AND YOU ARE 
TRESPASSING ON 
MY PROPERTY, 
INFRINGING ON MY 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 


GIVE ME LIBERTYOR 
GIVE ME DEATH. 


PREFERABLY-- 
YOUR DEATH! 


THAD THE MEDUSA MASK FROM THE 
PSYCHO- PIRATE AND LEARNED HOW TO 
USE IT BY WATCHING Ham. I'S ADST/C 
PROPERTIES ALLOW THE WEARER 7 
PROJECT WHATEVER EMOTION HE 
SHOWS ON HIG FACE ONTO 


THE MASK WAS LAST SEEN IN AVAIMITY INC. 
SPECIALY 1. PSYCHO-PIRATE Last 
SEEN IN AMMAL MAN # 10.-- BOB 
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FORSET HIM, PUNCH! IF CAPTAIN 

5 GOING TAKE THAT ATTITUDE, NEXT 
HE CAN JusT HIMGELF BEATEN TO 
DEATH! GEE IF I CARE! 


ff 


XQ ENG (7, 
A Vil fi 


ret SS 
e! 


WE HAVE Mi 
THE OTHERS 
WHOG 7D 


DC COMICS INC. 
(666 Pith bveaze, New York, NY 10163 


With the back going bi-weekly for 
two months, starting this issue, we're 
going to use the two extra letter 
columns to look at some mail on the 
Annual and in #29 the DEADSHOT 
mini-series. See, we don't lose your 
mail, we just let it get dusty 
Onward 


Dear Bob, 

I never predicted a “flashy spectac- 
ular” for the Squad’s confrontation 
with Argent. After all, 
posed to be strictly civilian. | was 
probably expecting two or three issues 
of subterfuge ‘and mystery, @ major 
revelation and then an all-out battle. 
Pretty tame for an 18 month build-up. 

But you guys added a MANHUNT- 
ER crossover. selected panels from 
SECRET ORIGINS #14, a great art 
team, Kobra and Keith Giffen, called 
jan annual and made it a success. 

Speaking of artists, is Graham 
Nolan related to Kevin? His work on 
Psi-Force is drastically different from 
this issue. It seemed a cross between 
Doug Rice and Luke McDonnell. Was 
this purposeful, or am | just reading 
too much into the art? 

This Rick Flag (pages 15-16) is the 
one ['ve been waiting for. That and 
‘The Wall's feature made this annual 
‘one to remember. The way she dealt 
with her daughter and aon-in-law was 
like a scene from Gimme a Break with 
you-know-who taking the place of 
Neli Carter, 


Chris Hines 

RR 1 Debert 

Nova Scotia BOM 1GO 

Canada 

Actually, Chris, Graham drew the 

annual before his Marcel stint and he 

just drew his heart out. And no, heand 

Kevin Nowlan are not related, sorry 

dohn and I thought the Pycate 

Lives tale was better written than 

that particular sitcom, but wha's to 
say? 


Dear John and Bob, 

Well, SUICID SQUAD has 
attempted to start its annuals off with 
‘a bang. I think, however. the explo 
sion was somewhat leas enjoyable 
than the Fourth of July. 

1 felt the story moved well, up to a 
certain point. The history lesson at 
the beginning, up to the point where 
Control decided to “disappear,” went 


well and set a fairly good tone. The 
mission room sequence was also well 
handled. Lots of understated charnc- 
ter bits. 

1 gueas my biggest problem with the 
Annual was the ending. I expected 
little bit more from Argent than this. 
‘The throwaway ending and Falcone's 
pat little xpecch put too neat an end- 
on something that ix supposed to 
have heen a fairly large component in 
the Squad’s history. 

‘As I anid, though, I did enjoy the 
character pieces that we encountered 
along the way. Koomerang has appar- 
ently made yet another enemy of 
Shade. Of course, Shade is none too 
good at winning people over himseit. 
‘Together, they could be the two least 
liked members of the DC Universe. 

Duchess continues to grow. While 
some letters have stated they think 
she’s due to be mustered out real soon, 
I don't think that's what John has up 
his sleeve. I think the truth may even 
tually air about her being Lashina, 
but 1 also think she'll have proven her 

if a valuable asset to the team by 

n. And, of course, one of these fine 
days, Darkseid’s going to realize that 
she's not dead. 

“Family Duty” was also an inter- 
eating little piece of characterization. 
While I don’t care too much for either 
Amanda's daughter or her son-in-law, 
Ido like The Wall herselfa little better 
now, especially her reaalve in dealing 
with Tolliver. 


Anthony R. Cardno 
208 Center Drive 
Mahopac. NY 10541 


I enjoyed SUICIDE 


enjoyed it much more if 'd read it 
after this month's MANHUNTER 
Instead, | read it before 

Why didn't you put some kind of 
blurb on the two covers” It would have 
been a lot Jess confusing. 
did Todd spell Kobra 
It should have been 
Kobra with a “kK” 

Later 


Uncle Elvis 

17650 Dawson Road 

Dawson Springs, KY 42408 

You have us dead to rights. Why we 

didn't do the blurbs is beyond me and 
we won't let it happen again. 


Dear Manhunters, 

1 must admit that upon first read 
ing | was a little disappointed in 
Argent. I something a Kittle 
more exotic, like a group of costumed 
sorts who acted covertly, much like 
Captain Atom’s faked history. In: 
stead, our bulwark against the end of 
the world was a group of beaten, hope 
less old men, whose sole identity was 
determined by a dead man. It's sad 
‘and almost pathetic, but 1 can live 
with it 

Joe Decker 
Route 1 Box 276 
Lynn, IN 47355 

1 don't exactly think Control and 
his men were old and beaten when 
they went undercover in 1964. And if 
Control's been dead five years, then 
heran things pretty tightly from 1964- 
1983 (plus the time before they went 
under) so their identity was very well 
established when he was alive. Whet 
they did and didn't do around the 
world has not come out but might 
someday 


Dear Bob, 
I'm writing to inform you what a 
wonderful Annual — helped 


produce. Many times, a book’ 
Annual can be a trying ex 
but ns I've come to expect, SUICIDE 
SQUAD ANNUAL #1 was excellent. 
1 missed my favorite member, Dead- 
shot, however, Rick Flag’s all- 
business attitude helped somewhat. It 
was great finally knowing exactly 
what Argent is, or was. and seeing the 
Squad go up against the forces of 
Kobra. 
‘Though I missed the crisp pencils of 
Luke McDonnell, I loved Graham 
Nolan’s solid style. I wouldn't mina 
seeing Nolan's work on some regular 
issues. Itis John Ostrander whois the 
fae heart and soul of the Squad, and 
it was he who made the Annual so 
enkertaining. In cloning, I would like 
to thank you especially, Mr Green- 
berger, because of your commitment 
ta the books you edit, making all of 
your text pages among the finest in 
comica today. 
Keep up the fine work. 
Scott R. Pyle 
502 Griffin Avenue 
Pittaburgh, PA 15210 
Thanks for the fine words. We're 
keeping up the good work as best we 
can and we think we're into anicerun 


of stories currently. As for Graham 
Nolan, check out POWER OF THE 
ATOM each month for his wonderful 
work, 


Dear Bob, = 
A few words about SUICIDE 


SQUAD ANNUAL #1 (and MAN- 


HUNTER #6). 


L have been stating in ACTION — 


COMICS WEEKLY that SECRET 
SIX reminds me of Mission: Impossi- 
dle. SUICIDE SQUAD, meanwhile, 
makes me think of another ‘60s series 
with a similar premise—Garrison’s 
Gorillas. Think of it. That teantwas 
composed of convicts, chosen to form 
a special unit in World War Il. The 
Squad was formed in similar fashion, 
wasn’t it? Anyway, this story looked 
like something out of SECRET SIX, 
with Amanda Waller subbing for 
Mockingbird. I loved every minute of 


it. 

1 understand that Graham Nolan 
will soon be taking over DOOM 
PATROL. From what I've seen here, 
the DP’s gonna see better days than 
when Erik Larsen draws the book 
(presently). No knock on Erik, but this 


guy has a better style. Nolan did a — 


super job handling the Squad on this 
mission, picking up’ from MAN- 
HUNTER #6. John and‘Kim crafteda 
beautiful tale of deception and in- 
trigue that certain books from across 
town are sorely lacking. After read- 
ing MANHUNTER I had no cite that 
Mark had been scammed both ways. 
Only after reading the SS ANNUAL 
could I see the true beauty of the story. 
Great stuff all the way around. 

Private Lives: Amanda Waller 
represents the best work Keith Giffen 
has done, aside from. LEGION and 
AMBUSH BUG, in quite some time. | 
cannot find the proper words to 
describe this touching piece. Amanda 
is a strong-willed woman, and needs 
all of that will to overcome the crisis 
surrounding y and Tolliver and 
the Squad. Which leads me to ask, 
why blackmail the lead of a band of 
mostly hardened criminals who'd 
blow the whistle on Task Force X if 
they felt they were getting araw deal? 
Makes little sense, J think, but with 
this being an election year, I can see 
the subtle reasoning. 

Keep up the good work. The 
SUICIDE SQUAD is the most under- 
rated title on DC's hit parade, and 
should be noticed more often. 

Jacob Gilbert 
118 4th Street, Apt. 1 
‘Troy, NY 12180 


Dear Mr. Ostrander, 

I just got the SUICIDE SQUAD 
ANNUAL #1 today and I thought it 
was the best story since issues #5-7. 

The first page was a classic. 
Graham Nolan draws the best JSA 
I've ever seen and the cover was the 
dest yet. - 

As for the story itself: I loved it! 
Having Argent pitting the Squad 


against Kobra was great! 

‘Now, as ‘for the characters. them- 
selves—Colonel Flag: I think he’s got- 
ten too’ cold and hard ‘since Karin 
Grace's demise for his own good, and 
for the good of the Squad. If he keeps 
going he’s going toget someone killed. 

Bronze Tiger is one of the best 
members on the team but he could be 


mare 


developed: rere, 
© Manhunter and Nemesis: two ofmy 


favorite members along.with Night- 
shade and Deadshot. Keep ‘em just 
like they are! “f : 
Vixen: the only rehsori I can see for 
her being on the teariia the romantic 
feelings that are devéloping between 
herself and the Tiger and that the 
book don't need, so get rid of her. 
Captain Boomerang: kill him off, 


Duchess, Shade, Black Orchid: 1 
think all of these could be great char- 
acters if you give them time to 
develop. 

Deadahot and Nightshade: perfect! 
Keep ‘em like they are. 

Captain Cold: I missed him this 
issue and I hope he is back with the 
‘eam soon. a 

Marson Fedrick 
P.O. Box 514 
Ellisville, MS 30437 


Dear Bob, 
SQUAD ANNUAL #1 was fantas- 


tic. We got some'great Squad action, 
the secret of Argent and Manhunter 
all.in one issue. It’s no wonder why 
this is one of my favorite books. The 
humor in the story was appreciated. 
Page 11, panel 4 and page 17, panel 5 
and the “Private Lives” story were~ 
excellent touches. I don’t want this 
book totally grim but I don’t want the 
«ILI either. The story was well written 
and full of surprises. John got me 


there. Thanks for the great story and 
the great art. 


Now for request time. How about a 
crossover story with all the govern- 
ment operatives? You could use 
Checkmate, Captain Atom, Peace 
maker, and Danny Chase. In fact, you 
could kill Danny Chase. Please con- 
sider this. 


George Gustines 
100 West 105th Street, Apf, C2 
New York, NY 10025 


Actually, we thought of such @ 
crossover before we even wrote the 
annual, While we won't kill Danny 
Chase (Maru likes him in the Titans 
Just fine), you see that we killed some 
people this issue. And before this 
eight-week event is over, more will © 
fail.” 


+ COMING ATTRACTIONS 


